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" FALSE PRETENCES.

¢TVkat shall I do?™ .
Ralph Willet Jooked the picture of .
s he walked into the office of his friend,
Ayers, and launched the aforesaid question '$h
him. #
“Why,-what's the trouble now 1" smll
natured Bob, s young Tawyer who hsd
hung out his shinzle, shut up the thusty
of legal lore over which he hadl been
and gaye his attention to Ralph’agri mee.
s just this,” snd Ralph opencd his
clenched hand, dieclosing a letter crushed

into a thousand despairing wrinkles. “‘Here's

my auswer from the trustees of Monroe acad-

emy. They are satisfiel with, my recomnmends-

tions, and my refercnces appear uhexception-

able; but on ou poitt they are strenuous—they

will employ none bt & marvied man.””
“Pehaw!* blurted ont Bob. .

““Hear wha! thry say:™
*i Only one question remains to be affirms-
tively answered b vou before we close in with
terms: ‘Are , n s married man! You

may think the question & strange one, bitt we

Bave had 80 mueh (1ouble o the past with pres |
eeplors who, after ihe fivet fow weeks, devoted
themselves mainly 1o flirting, that we have

a resolution, .6 noaiterable as the lew
of the Medes cuwd Persians, that we will em-

pone but marric] men. l!‘yu:mnnﬂt-
that respect, our o niract may
olosesl. Let us hear from you st once in re-

£ to that pariicnlar; snd we hope you are
r‘ﬂd to l‘r‘::M our reruirements, a5 we con-
ourselves l‘"‘*‘l‘il'h& in your favor.
#+Yours truly, Wt

A Prrans,
Bee. oF the Board of Trustees.' "

“Lat "em go,” eald Bob, ss Ralph finkshed
resding and giunced uwp st him. *‘Thers are
other scademics im the world, snd not all
blessed with such sa old maid board of
trustess.”’ I

#Bat fts getiing Iate in the season, and "twill
aoon be impoesib:ic 10 engage & place for
coming year. The opening scems to be &
ome: but it’s & hand case ff T must be married
moleng volens, in order 10 teach.”

£E

¢ af dom't suppose,” mused Bob, ‘‘that i |spect
a

would be of any use for me to write them
woucher for your uncxceptionable morals and

waa » moments sflence,
%] tell you what,” . burst forth Bob, “here’s
my sdvics to you as a friend and a lawyer, and

mo foss wanted either: make 'em think you are | spend

& married man: can convey the
without saying u,l:um many words, if tEt will
oane conscience.”
"mm you'ré crazy!™

“No—just Jook hére,”” and Bob ran over a
hasty plan of srmangements. “Upon my word,
I'lnu.l’!;dma.a_-lmﬁnmm better and

Balh:vuht nmdwdml:::dm-
then, for t waa chosen
. Mmhhm%Mu
his widowed mother in uz]mm
half sn hour he had so fallen In with

i
|
i
:
i

should remaln here among her friends for the
present, so you will pleass cngage boand for
-q:mﬂnmequm family pear the acad-

“'f'hm," said Bob, trfiumphanily, ‘‘even
I[ro.()plcmizhlbeutlnllnlwﬂ.ht-ﬂﬁr
you

your wife.

' a dangerous game, I fear,” said Ralph,
closing and sealing the letter, “but I believe
my intentions are good. If they fiod me out I
shall probably suffer.”

“They will not be apt to find out the facts st
this distance, but if they do they won't I
you, my boy. I should n = ?leluf -
defense if 1 had to defend the case.””

4] shall saddle all the blame that occurs on
10 you. for I never should have thought of such
a thing myself.”

“My shoulders are bread,” laughed Bob,
Hgnd lawyers are genenally to be in-
corrigible sloners, you know. never fear;
the crime # Dot & great ome. Going into s
stranzs plsce and palming one's self off as

is

when one is 'lnglf‘l’l quite another thing."”

A month later Ralph Willet opensd the fall .

term of Monroe academy.
The close of the first day of school. Down
the shady sidewalk went & trio of school

—Rose ,» & handsome, dn-hhl\c:

Martin, the wise and witty, and Broom-

field, = sweet, gentle girl and universal favorite,
of her humble home and plain attire.

“Isu't he perfectly 1" exelaimed |

Rose, the pronoun referring to the mew
gm,wrhilo- scquaintance, Ralph

“ What aninielligent, exprossive eye he has,”
remarked Kate.

“Yes,” sseented Effie, “and such a finely-
shapsd head. Ooe needn't be s phrenclogist
to motice that.”

] do think,” sadd Rose candidly, *‘ that he
f really the most stiractive preceptor that we
ever had 1o our academy.”

“ Take care, l.o-,"' Kate, “no flirt-
ing now, you know:” for was s
flirt, and in that line had done
more than all to turn the heads of the two
Jast préceptors and abate their usefulness in
the achool. No wonder her father had fntro-
duced that remarkable resolution amoung the
boan] of trustees.

Rose turoed in at the gate of her father’s
handsome residence, but psused for a few more
words. “Just as I[," she u.irql. “s-urhdl
man couldn't possibly firt ! For my part
think they're just the best men of aliln it
"'-‘h »”

“Rose Peters I said Effie L ST
h'e‘lih?t ;whuadn that ¥ your
t >

", you
wile, and one cen go to any ) without
the least fear they will spoil it by popping
the guestion.”

‘] suppose,” remarked Kate, “ that very
mﬂfﬂnwujmvmm aimed at In your

rtations.”

“It's no such thing. T always avold it as
long as possible, for it spoils the fun. When I
can stand that mhmger,mdlhqtm'ﬂuk,
Iam always as lenient as the

r fellows, and tell them I we shall be
riends all the same, but we never are. Some-
bhow there is always & coolness after that.”

“ Rose,” sald Effie, serionsly, ““I must either
change my definition of a flirt, or give up that
you are not one.”

£ What Is your definition ™

%] have always called a young lady a flirt

fied manner, “‘is whether he will teach a
scandalous
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turnad; hut’ nelther’' did he give back those
wiich ¢ lad Dormwed. His chief pastime
eousiated 1a pistol practice, The walls of his
spartment avere well riddled, and perforated
A wvalusble coliection of
pistols formed the osly luxury in this bumble
habltation. “The Aégred of perfection ho had
attained in his art, was Inconcelvable, and had
be required .40 sboot st s pear on any ona’s
- fallows would have hesl
taled to offer hirgeelf. Our comversation oftem
of duelling. Silvio (as
T shall name him) never Joined i #t; and when
ssked whether he bad evér had occasion to
fght, wonld answer dryly that he bad; but he
entared upon no details, and it wasevident
theee and sisailer questions wers
concluded thet the recollestion of|
vietim to this dresdful se-
hment, troabled his consclence,
Reelf.

are people whose exterior alone sullices 10 dis
arm suspicion. As uncxpected occurrence dis-
econcerted uy all. g

Some ten of us were ons day dfning with
Blivio. We dmak as usual—that Is exoes- )
sively—and after digner we endeavored to pre.
vall upon our host to be the banker in a game|
ot faro. For somss time be peralsted in declin-
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At the close of the term e went home to
* extravagant, 1 goess’
marked Jerushs Grum. *“‘His
and to, two days ln the cyre each way; "Il cost

“Now I don't blame him a grain for goln’
home,” said Mys. Watkins. *“"Course he wants
to see his wife, and he'll be there to Thansgivin®,
've never beea separated afore.”
they had. "Twas the mornin’
he wtnt dway, and he seemmed
ﬁ-‘:hlrb:n;ambboyph'hmtom
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name in the world, but be often found
repeating it mentally, over and over,
were a strain of music.

Near the close of the lerm be went
visit the school. Well might he feel
bLis pupd]l as be noticed the results of
ter's work. Rude, gaw

Thelr in learning had
id-and thoroush, and Ralps, In
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who led on young men to declare th ves | e

for the sake of refusing them.™
“ Then I"'m not one, sccording o your own
deflnition.”

B
i

L

:
i
i
4

b

i

i

g seinid 1l A n be peta
i ol i dets s

i
i

3
4
28§

?
T
i

i

i

{

?
¥

HH

E
E
()

“ | must confess,”” sald Kate, outspoken, as
nsual, “ I don't see what better you are, save
from selfish motives. The effect on them s
the same.”

“I can’t help Rt if younz men will be s
foolish @s to fall in love with m,"lmshd
Hose. ““All Iwantisa good time,” and no
vexatious questions about marriage. That’s
thI lke married men the best, you see.”

“Allow me to prophesy, Miss Rose,” sald
Kate, “that you've found one married man
who won't flirt with you, and that's Mr. Wil
let.” And with this parting shot she and Effic
walkel on,

A week later, and the Mouroe Ladies’ Bew-
log Circle convened, with Its usual assortment
ol thimVles, talking and tattling.

“Wal, a new broom sweeps clean,” remarked
Misa Grum, a Wllous-looking female with falee
teeth and dyed halr, “so I s'spose this Mr.
Willet "Il be & perfect merikle for & spell.”

“Iies ns ty as & pink, now, 1 say,” put

fi-hearted obd

in Annabel , & rather 30!
mald.

“He s a man,"” old Mrs.
Watkins, * ust the best boander I ever hipd

at my tabie. He's dreadfal quiet and orderly,
too; you'd hardly kmow there was s soul ia
the house "

“What room @does he have, Mrs, Watkins "’
asked Hosumond Green, more for the sake of

soul—men ain't neat traduin’.

b‘-lmmmwmhr."-ﬂ l,hlg
, innocent blue “’5-

c!ngrhm as Ir u'{: been years old{

fostead of fAfty. ==
“Jte dom™ say much about her,"” ssid Mre.

Watklos, who was just pow the of infor-
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